COVERNMEMNT OF THE PUMNIAB
FORESTRY, WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT
Dates Lahore, the 18.03.2013

MOTIFICATION

Mo, SOFT(Ext)IV-2/99-V.In exercise of the powers conferred l._mder 5'-_3‘1‘“”
76 of the Forest Act 1927 (XVi of 1927), Governor of the Punjab s

ploased to make the following rules:

1.

{£)

Shart title and commencement.—{1) These rules may be cited as
the Punjab Village Forest Rules 2013,

They shall come inte lforce at once.

2. Delinitions.-(1) In these rules:

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
(1)

(g)-.

{h)

(i)
(J)

(k)

(1)

(m)
(n)
(2)

"Act” means the Forest Act 1927 (XVI OF 1927);
"Celfector” means Lhe officer incharge of the revenue

administration df a district;
"Committee” means a village forest committee; .
"Divisional Forest Officer” means the Forest Officer incharge of

a forest division:
"lorester” means the |'orest Officer incharge of a forest block;

"Forest Guard” mean; the Forest Officer incharge of forest

beat;
"Government” means Sovernment of the Punjab;

"nursery” means the place of a village forest over which
seedlings are raised on beds or in containers for use in

plantalions;
"plan” means the Management Plan drawn up for a village

forests;
"plantations” means ail or any tree planted at the cost of the
Government or throuch community in any village farest and
shall include plants and trees naturally grown in such forest;
"Sub-Divisional Forest Officer or Range Officer” means a
Forest Officer incharge of a forest sub-division or forest
range;

"tehsildar” means the officer incharge of the Revenue
administration of a Tehsil and shall include an Additional or
Nailx Tehsildar;

‘village” means a revenue estate as defined in the Punjab
lLand Revenue Act 1967(XVI1 of 1967); and

"village forest” means a village forest notified uncder section

28(1) of the Act.
A word or expression used but not defined in these rules shall

have the same meaning as assigned to it in the Act.

3.  Committee.- (1) The managoment of every village forest shall vest
in a Committee called the village forest committee comprising of local
community members, representative of the Forest and Revenue
Departments of the Government,



pmenkt
. the GGUEF_
(2) The Government or an officer authuﬂzE:q:;berEr including at
shall constitute a Committee consisting of twelve

lpast one woman member.
(3} The term of office of t

Committee shall be five years. _ _ retary with
(4) The committee shall elect one President, ONe sec

majority vote of the total members. . Officer
(5) The Sub-Divisional Forest Officer ar Range - nd the
alection of the President and Secretary of the Committee a

Divisional Forest Officer shall notify the result of the E|E£t|ﬂr‘{,
(6) The President shall chalr all the meetings and in hi

the Secretary shall preside a meeting of the Committee. e af
(7) The Secretary shall maintain the financial and other records O

the Committee.

(8) Subject to the quorum of seven members, a Committee shall
take a decision with two third majarity votes of the members present and
voting.

4. gFunr:tiuns of Committee.-(1) The Committee shall suitably
demarcate the boundaries of the village forest with the help of the
forester and maintain the demarcation marks in good condition.

(2) A person shall not collect, cut, convert or remove wood or
other forest produce from the village forest except under the permit
Issued by the Committee in the form appended to these rules,

(3) The Committee shall return the used up permit books to the
Sub-Divisional Forest Officer or Range Officer along with an abstract of
forest produce sold on that account,

(4) A member of the village community shall, subject to permit
and en payment, be entitled to the forest produce from the village forest
for his personal bona fide use or consumption but not for transfer,

(5) The Committee shall be responsible for the proper distribution
of forest produce amongst the members of the village community and
shall formulate necessary principles keeping in view the following
guidelines; '

(i} the minimum requirements of the memhbers of the village

community for building and agricultural purposes have to be worked

E:t tbw Fheftu:;imrmttee and the distributian be made accordingly on
e-basis of the available produce, before m i

otiar Tirposen: eeting their demand for

(it} aaiﬂurst?:rd?:l supply of firewood, the forest produce shall be
ne
requirernent; among the families keeping in view their real

()  remaoval of
produce shall he sustainable
damage to the forest stand and shall bew::tchDUt causing permanent

°f the appraved management plan. cording to prescriptions

{f the
he non-official members o

shall conduct

g absence

(6) The Committ
forest by alternate :luE[ﬁE snall regulate grass Ccutting in

an the village
management plan, 9 and opening of areas under o

the approved

N\



(7)  The Committee may impound the cattle that enl:lir lnfl the
village forest contrary to these rules and release on payment of fine fixed
for the purpose, :

(B) There shall be a management plan prepared ﬁ;:Ir'llnthE
management of every village forest which shall, amongst other as,
contain the following iteams:

(I} duration and validity of the management plan;
(i} physical and |legal description of the area and the rights of the

members of the village community; _
(i) distribution of responsibility in establishment, protection,
management, financing and harvesting of the plantations;
{iv} agricultural practices:
(v] conditions for protection: and
(vi) principles for distribution of benefits.

(%) The Sub-Divisional Forest Officer or Range Officer shall draw
the management plan and the Committee shall scrutinize such
management plan, .

(10) After the scrutiny, the President of the Committee shall
farward three copies of the management plan to the Dlws{una! Forest
Officer for approval and after according approval, the Divisional Forest |
Officer shall return one copy of the plan to the Sub-Divisional Forest
Officer or Range Officer and another copy to the Committee.

(11) Different management plans may be prepared in the aforesaid i
manner in respact of lands situated in the village forest in dlrferenl; 'j
'u'i”ﬂ'gEEiu i

(12) The choice of the land for plantation and the species to be
planted on such land shall be decided by the Sub-Divisional Forest Officer
or Range Officer in accordance with the prescriptions of the management
nlan and in consultation with the Committee. 1
(13) For the purpose of implementation of the r
the Committee may divide the village forest into differe
and work each of them on rotation in accordance

plan. J'- s

(14) Where any such plan '
implemented, the Committee shall |
grazing of land in accordance with

(15) All nurse |
Government in a village
pilferage by the Committ

(16) The Col
allocated by the G
community,
(17) The




: (18) Al sums deposited under s -&'ﬁ{g& village
utilized in the development Rt ol rwice.
decided by the Committes and _ ﬂl!hﬁ ﬁ:m“ in respect of deposits

(19} Separate accounts for ngg;ﬁﬂee wWhicr ‘shall furnisl. Balf

maintain the
B s b I:J'n'lifr!;?:nal Forest Officer indicating therein the

yearly returns to the 2 Silripnilid
quantum of forest produce sold and revenue re - Ttk

(20) Detalled accounts relating to receipt and expegdlr;ur:mtie o
Committee shall be laid befora it in every meeting of the Co

scruliny and approval.

4 {;1] Thepaccuunu of the Committee shall be subject to audit hf
the Internal Audit Organization of the Forest Department with the fl..mr_s.
deposited by the Committee in local account and a copy of the audit
report pertaining to these accounts shall be laid befare the Eummuuef
EVEry year and alsg he submitted to the Sub-Divisional Forest Officer ar
Range Officer,

(22) The rate of Payment to be made by the members of {he
village community for obtaining forest produce from the village farest for
their own use shall be the same as prescribed for the respective farest
divisions under the schedule of rates.

(23) The Punjab Farest Transit Rules shall not apply in cases of
transit of forest produce fram a village forest to the residence of a
member of the village community and a permit issued shall be deemed to
be a transit permit for the purpose of the said rules,

5.  Acts prohibited in village forests - Saye ac previded under these
rules, a person shall not cut, lop or in any way injure, appropriate ar
rémove any tree or dny part thereof, which i grown in any village forest
willfully permit or abet the Cutting, lopping, Injuring

appropriating or removing of the trea by any other-person.
6. Meeting of the EnmmittEEr(l] The Committes shall meet for
deliberations as often as required but net less than Once in every quarter
of a vear,

(2;  The committee shall record the Proceedings of BVery meeting
In @ book called the proceedings book to be Maintained for the purpose
and the proceedings so recorded shall be signed by the President of the

Committee, whe shall farward Copies thereof to the Sub-Diuisipﬁ,ﬁi-,f%t (g
Officer or Range Officer and Tehsildar, b T 4
(3) Motwithstanding anything contained in 5ub~ru'lq.§-i'_j,- uhmﬂ'ﬁm : 4

in

of the members of the Lommittee may request the President in v ling t

(4)  Where any resolution passed by the Caor
to be against the principles of forest nserya
>ub-Divisional Forest Officer or Range
llegal or against the interest of th
the Tehsildar, the Sub-Divisiona




r|.|-|1_|_||Lr1:|] H'“'Jl"i'} Wl-th FEJ‘E!}H‘F

["eIJ' I N reconsideration oPthe matter, the Committee doas not
cosidar i “_’--‘k-"-"éﬂf-ll"'r’ |L'_U alter jig Lriginal resalution, the committes may
r.ur.;r Lhe r_1_mr.lr-_-r r'elatrng to forest: Conservation and protection to the
“Wl‘*llif'!'f'r I—.J_rlnﬁl. Officer, and if relates to any other case, to the Callectar.

&) The resolution passea by the Committee shall take eflect after
s confirme by the Divisional Forest Officer or the Collector,

rafir the resolution” in question to the

BY ORDERS OF THE GOVERNOR OF THE PUN]AB

(Ur. Aamer Ahmed)
SECRETARY
GOVEENMENT OF THE PUNJAD
FWEF DEPARTMENT

MLE & DATE LVEN
A copy is forwarded for infarmation a 1d necessary action to:-
L. Secretary to Governar, Punjab,

4. Berretary to Chiaf Mini r, Puniahb,
1 Al Administrative ries in Junjab.
4. PS5 to Chief Secretary, Punjab.
S All Commissioners in Punjab.
b Al District Coordination Officers in Punjab,
/. All Chief Conservators of Faresie. Punjab.
. All Canservators of Forests, in Funjab.
© 9 All Divisional Forest Officers In Punjab,
- ML Al Dristrict Officers (Forest) in Punjab,
L The Superintendent, Governinent Prirting
next issue of Provincial Gazelte,

L d
.5 W Socictary FWEF De :
LA, Lo Additional Secretary, FWEF e 3a
A ta DSIA), DS(P) & Director B

P ﬂ;"’l.—.
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